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d 2523342 MAR 715 TOR:

FM AMIBAS3Y DAMASCUS

10 FUEFMAK/USDEL ASWAN IMMEDIATE 13

INFO RUEFAY/AMEMEASSY AYMAN 452 JF
RUEFE3/AMEYNASSY CAIRO 535 yrim
RUGCMSE/AYMEYEASSY BEIRUT 1482

RUSYAD/ANEIBASSY TEL AVIV 622

AUEHE/8CONSUL JERUSALEM 415 .
RUEKC/SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2391
&1

UNCLAS DAMASCUS B34

.00 11652 N/A

TAGS: SY, PFOR

SUBJe: ASAD RLEDGES JOINT SYRIAN-PALESTINIAN POLITICAL-
YILITARY CO%MAND,

l. IN SPEECH DELIVERED MARCH B ON TWELFTH ANNIVERSARY

OF BA'TH PARTY ACCESSION TO POVWER, PRES ASAD MOVED PALESTINIAN
IS5UE FURTHER TO CENTER STAGE BY NEIw PROPOSAL TO ESTARLISH
JOINT SYRIAN-PALESTINIAN POLITICAL AND MILITARY COMMANDS.

ASAD STATED THAT KL wAS NOT OFFERING A SPECIFIC FOARMULA,

3UT HIS ISEA wa3S INDICATION OF EXTENT TO WHICKE MFE wAS

PAEPARED TO GO IN SUPPORTING PALESTINIAN CAUSE, IF PALESTIANS
350 DESIRED. HE STRESSED POINT THAT JOINT COMMAANDS WERE
PROPOSZD TO EXTEND UNTIL PALESTINIAN RIGHTS WERE SECURED.
“"uwHAT THIS MEANS IS CLZAR - WE ARE READY TO ESTABLISH ONE
PCLITICAL COMMAWD TO LEAD SYRIAN-PALESTINIAN POLICY, ALD

Ong MILITARY COMMAND TO LEAD SYRIAN-PALEZSTINIAN ARMED FORCES.”

?. IN OTKER PAKTS OF SPEZCH DEALING WITH THE ARAB-ISRAELI
2I5PPTE, ASAD ASSERTED THAT SYRIA WAS STRONG ENOUGH TO

RESIST PRESSURE FAROM THE ENEMY AND “THJISE WHO STAND BEKIND
KIMe™ KE ALSO CRITICIZED U.5. ARMS5 SHIPMENTS TO 1SRAZL,

wrICKE FAO LED ISRAEL TO IGNORT PEACE, HE MADE REFERENCE o
VO SYRIA'S NILITARY OPTION =-- "THEL NATION WEICH FOUGHT I
OCTOEEZR XNOWS THE EOAD TO ANOTMER OCTORER™ =-- BUT EMPHASIZED
THeT 3YRIA FAVORED A JUST PEACE, WHICH HE 2JEFINED AS A

PzaCE VITR N0 OCCUPATION GF OTYER'S TERRITORY, NO DISPEZR3TD
PILrPLE, W) OUNE WHICH SECURZS PALESTINALN RIGWTS, SYals,
3TeTezl £330, wOUL2 JOIN IN EVZRY SIGWCEZRE EFFORT TO acCHIzvs }
FzeCtE. :
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ESHIP ACCOYPLISHYENTS IN ECJW3YIC AaWD 30CIaL
ING EXTEZINZED DISCUSSION OF WOYIN'S AIGYIS
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